[Metabolism of the main substance of the connective tissue in chronic obstructive pulmonary disease].
To reveal metabolic disturbances of connective tissue main substance in chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) and to assess their informative value in determination of treatment efficacy. Peripheral blood of 130 COPD patients was studied for total glycosaminoglycanes, hyaluronidase activity, sialic acids fractions (free, oligobound and proteinbound), fucose fractions (oligobound and proteinbound) and activity of sialidase. The levels of total glycosaminoglycanes, sialo- and fucose-containing compounds in the blood change with COPD severity and phase of the disease. The data obtained may be used to assess activity of respiratory inflammation and efficacy of the treatment.